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The bleakest winter on record and a gruesome discovery bring DCI David Morton to the Hackney

Marshes in search of a clue, any clue, as to the identity of a dead child found near the Old River

Lea. Meanwhile, closer to home, Morton's long suffering wife Sarah comes to the conclusion that

her man has been doing more than work during his late nights at the office. As he closes in on the

mystery of the boy's identity his life begins to crumble and a terrible wrong is done to someone he

loves. With all of London watching, Morton's impeccable ethics will be tested to their limit as he is

forced to choose between doing what is right and what is legal. Cleaver Square is a stand-alone

Police Procedural featuring DCI David Morton.
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The mix of writing styles encouraged me to look up Sean and Daniel Campbell. two brothers who

decided to write a book in 90 days. They have in fact written three and this one is their second

effort.Cleaver Square begins as a straightforward child murder where the processes of forensic

science, and legal machinations are explained to discover who the killer was. However it soon



became an unusual and fascinatingly complex plot as it turns out the boy who died is not whothey

thought he was and another boy is using his name - but why?The pace grinds down in places

because the barrister half of the author partnership is determined the reader must know every single

step of, say how a search warrant is obtained. No minion waving a sheet of paper beneath

Detective Morton's nose yelling, 'I've got the warrant, Guv.' No, we have the attendance at court, the

presentation argument for obtaining the said warrant and the comments of the judge who is

covering his arse in case it goes pear-shaped and they find nothing - which frankly I thought wasn't

necessary.There is an interesting twist in that the lead detective is also a victim of identity fraud and

has to cope with the frustration of an uninterested legal and banking system - which again is so

detailed, I wonder if the Campbells have been through it themselves. If so they have my

sympathy.Then there is the very details process of how science is used to obtain material evidence

- again very laborious. I don't need to know which acid is dripped on which sample to get the result

and what colour it turns. I know it works for TV with Gil Grissom giving a monologue bent over a

microscope, but not in a novel where an unrelated character has to be introduced to explain the

process.
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